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CLAIMS 1-28 ADRE PENDING 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 7-9, 12-14, 16, 18, 19, 22-24, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Smith et al (Smith), US 6,031,623, 29 
February 2000. 

Smith is directed to a method of evolving printer requirements [COL 1 lines 5-8] 
that includes using one method at a printer to determine output without altering the 
source code of another method [COL 2 lines 35-46]. 

In the discussion that follows, the first method of Smith may correspond at 
times to the second method of the claims and vice versa. 
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As to claim 19: 

An executable software program product for controlling the output format of a 
second computer program, said second computer program including a formatting 
source code for producing an output in a first format 

The method of Smith is directed to executable software products [COL 5 lines 
12-22], The formatting is applied to video formatting [COL 6 lines 9-21] and/or print 
formatting [COL 6 lines 58-60]. The software used by Smith is generally object-oriented, 
and involves hierarchies of class structures [COL 9 lines 57-65]. The class hierarchy is 
modified during run-time in order to effect functional evolution by overriding one method 
with another [COL 10 lines 6-19]. 

a recipe text file comprising a plurality of formatting descriptions, at least some of 
said formatting descriptions indicating a link to one or more of a plurality of name/value 
pairs stored in an input data file; 

A class definition includes a signature that includes a name and argument types 
and a pointer variables for entry point values determined at run-time [COL 10 lines 20- 
40]. The pointers at least correspond to links to a plurality of name/value pairs. The 
class definition corresponds to a recipe text file and the values determined at run time to 
an input data file. 

an execution module configured to: 

receive said input data file; 

convert said recipe text file into a sequence of executable objects, 
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receive a request from said second computer program to render said output 

The binding of a class definition to a. particular run-time instantiation corresponds 
to conversion to a sequence of executable objects [COL 10 line 41 to COL 1 1 line 8]. 
The request to render initiates from a user program 24 [FIG 2] that is rendered at 246. 

execute said sequence of executable objects to render one or more of said 
plurality of name/value pairs into said output in a second format in accordance with said 
plurality of formatting descriptions without modifying said formatting source code. 

The actual rendering is done by a print process [COL 9 lines 18-28]. Run-time 
polymorphism [COL 10 line 58 and after], allows for a run-time selection of one 
formatting process without modifying the source code of any others, including the base 
class from which a particular fun-time formatting is derived [COL 10 Iines6-19]. 

In particular, a print request from a user may modified with additional functional 
capability without modifying recompiling) the legacy software that issued the request 
[COL 3 lines 4-15]. 

As to claim 26, the polymorphic class definitions and/or the methods evolved 
from legacy software, as noted above, correspond to modification of the input data text 
file of a base method. 

The elements of claims 1, 3, 4, 7-9, 12-14, 16, 18, 19, 22-24 and 27 are rejected 
in the analysis above and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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3. Claims 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 15, 17, 20, 21, 25 and 28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith et al (Smith), US 6,031,623, 29 
February 2000. 

As to claims 20, 21 and 28, Smith does not address the particular form of 
display that is rendered in the form of labels and reports. 

Official Notice is taken that it was well known at the time of the invention to print 
both labels and reports. [This evidenced by a number of references cited during the 
prosecution of this application.] 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to display/print labels and/or reports because of the general utility of these 
forms. To preclude them would diminish the applications of the system with no apparent 
gain. 

As to claim 25, Smith addresses the application of graphics rendering methods 
[COL 3 lines 29-34], but does not address the testing of values with respect to a range 
of values. Official Notice is taken that graphics rendering includes the testing of values 
with respect to a range of values. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to test values with respect to a range because 
ranges of values are common constraints in rendering. 

The elements of claims 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 15, 17 are rejected in the analysis above 
and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wayne Amsbury whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4015. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6-18:30 FIRST WEEK. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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